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April 15, 1900



Clarendon 1900



Clarendon Aerial with Station Area Outlined



Clarendon Today



Original Plats from 1900, 1912



1924July 10, 1907

Clarendon Citizens Involved Early and Often in Issues of the Day
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1922- “Clarendon Feels Boom””



March 1922 (Alexandria Gazette)



The Telegraph Building (Wash/Irving)



Mason’s Bldg (1909) 



1919 1922
Clarendon petitions for township (and loses)



1922 1923

“Dancing from 5:30 to midnight”

1929

Good Times in Clarendon



1925 1925 1936
Boom Times Continue



View East From Clarendon Circle



Wilson Blvd 
Looking East
From
Irving







1925 1929

“The order was rescinded in three hours after going into effect.”

Citizens and Merchants Involved in the Community

1924



Picture from 
W&L Yearbook







Clarendon Landmark 
Gets Facelifting
(Ashton Theatre – Built 1927)



One last Hurrah (for a while)

1951
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Looking West
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Garfield



1958 – Decline recognized, sparks plan for Clarendon

Plan ‘Highlights’:
- Remove car access to central district, surround district with 

“one-way, high speed, circumferential highway”
- Demolish 18 acres of district for 6000 surface parking lots

“I think the survival of Clarendon depends on this sort of thing… I 
think we would be fools if we didn’t embark on this as fast as we can.”

-chairman of County Board



1972

Decline throughout the 60’s, into 70’s









GC Murphy’s Building Before Demolition



1975- Metro construction further pummels Clarendon

“…there’s nothing here to draw customers...”

“…merchants agree that the area is rapidly declining...”



“The area, once the largest shopping and 
cultural center in Northern Virginia has 

been steadily declining since the late 1950’s 
with nearly 100 stores moving out of 

Clarendon in recent years.”

1977 – Metro completion brings hope





1979- Clarendon finds life support from Vietnam

“…Clarendon has become one of the largest 
Indochinese commercial centers on the east coast.”





1980- Still looking for “Rebirth”



1982- Major Redevelopment Proposal (not without controversy of course)



…Once the vibrant “downtown” 
of Northern Virginia…”

…the Alliance hopes to form a 
strong bond among nearby 
residents, store owners and 
developers who will take an 
active role in guiding the area’s 
redevelopment and, he said, ‘be 
a pusher for Clarendon.’”

“’We believe Clarendon still has 
the potential to be as it once was 
- a first-rate retail center’…”

1985 – The Alliance is formed



Produce Market (prior to Silver Diner)



International Market (Sears Auto Lot)



The Clarendon Alliance is a public-private partnership chartered 
by the Arlington County Board in 1986 to promote the health, 
vitality, sustainability and cultivate the culture of Clarendon, 

Arlington's original downtown commercial district. 

Local Economy (Networking, B2B Relationships, County Initiatives)

Community Building/ Branding/ Media Liaison

*Development/Built Form (Sector Plan, Art Projects)

Forum for Dialog (Residents, Businesses, Land Owners and County)

Events (e.g. Clarendon Day, Tax Blues, Mardi Gras) 

Services (e.g. Farmers Market, Urban Village Market)

Operations Facilitation (e.g. Parking, Permits)

Information (e.g. Urban Design Forums)



Farmer’s  Market @ The Metro



Farmer’s  Market @ The Metro (8/18/2010)



Clarendon Day Celebration



Music and Community Groups at Clarendon Day



Local Shop, A.K.A. Spot at Clarendon Day



Local Artist, John Aaron at Clarendon Day



Clarendon Tax Blues Night at the Post Office



Local Food at Clarendon’s Tax Blues Night



Dancing Kids at Clarendon’s Tax Blues Night





Clarendon Mardi Gras Parade!







Clarendon TBD – The West End






