Clarendon
and the
Alllance

A history of Clarendon and the Alliance
as documented by the Arlington Bureau
of the Washington Post (11 Strickler Ave,
Clarendon)
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ON THE GEORGETOWN ROAD, JUST BEYOND FORT MYER, ON THE FALLS CHURCH FLECTRICS,
WILL BE FOEMALLY OPEXEDRAPEIL 2L BUT THE WISE WON'T WAIT, FOl THE CHANCES ARE THERE'LL NOT BE A PFOOT OF LAND LEFT BY THAT TIME. ITS X¥OT A LARGE PEOPERTY, 18 A LREADY
BELLIXG, AXDIF YOU WAXT OX1E oF THESE BEAUTIFUL HOME SITES, DOXT WAIT FOR THE OFEXING DAY —GO HEFORE!

GG ouT HOW' CO TODAY!

a property which, fneity secured al o fgure ridicaled by dthe o 1 i Tt b e i e ran and WILL sell ot prices which will SIMPLY RIDDLE exisiing real estate valoes in
i Lh Faie I

af
wss of all Begal Es v Woonig abosti'L Dnivve 1ar Doy i owe 0 1o voaursel! and |'r|||||\. for DAWVK ! lh:ls all. Jasi run throngh e following details atd ask Toorself i it's ned tree thai

You've f\ever Yet Been [}ﬁered for So Little Monev. ‘-':u Much Land, of Such Desirable Character With Such Magmﬁcent
“Improvements and buch Remarkable Terms and Inducements.
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; NOW LISTEN! JUST GRASP THESE FACTS!

PRICES ' “ - ]Iit:' llethﬂ _al.gbli\nce = | TERMS
: e e ' e S g o - $2 DOWN.  §1 TO $1.25 WEEKLY. i

32 Dowa Secures Any Lot at Clarendon.
Maonthly Payments .ﬁrranged if Dealrcd.

THREE-FOURTHS OF THE LOTS WILL BE SOLD AT

590 to $140

OVER 200 LOTS AT SHI] OR LESS—A FEW HIGHER.
i MO INTEREST. NO TMES.
NO NOTES. NO MORTGAGEE.

25 CASH PRIZES

TO THOSE WHO BUILD. |

iI] Per Cent Disconnt Allund for I‘Jasl in 60 I}us

AL.L .n‘*’.'PRO‘- "EMENTS FREE.

It iw aur Eten unrt q

iieids (& Svery felprcl & Uharbal-
B0 expeies or phles Wil be
reperly graded, mraveled,

amd Tor ibe nevi sevepiees bulldines §bsé cach.

i WO yﬂgé’ FREE CAR FARES. NON-FORFEITURE. - 33 [ FREE I}EEI] IN CASE I}F DEATH. | ELP.HEII]I]H IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY, ~ §

v odie e payments kave been x;,rprh |\||rr:

AR & turter Infucesent Lo buib

1 La 1hE lof witkaut further

BiFF 1o tbe bead of svery & £ and '
' het
o o ¥ 1
|
» wsy. Thi - wa
V sl i |
Baw 1% o s L 1 k d |
The ir ha b ' ol | 81l Buajidiegs be set iwse (S
Ba tdd = val | Ttoad ibe minlmum coe? shall be

PURTHEH IDFOREATIN, FREE THRETS. Foass, o AT GEE GEFCE. VIR IS G BN RALERWENY 0% THE GREGE Y EVERY LY. i il BENda SUADAY, PR S T a9

25 13t Swreet N W. \A/OOD, HARMON & CO., Washington, D. C.

LARGEST SUBURBAN REAL ESTATE DFEFIATDFIS IN THE WORLD. DEVELOFPERS OF OVER 70 SUBURBS. GFFICEE IN 25 CITIES.
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Clarendon Citizens Involved Early and Often in Issues of the Day

July 10. 1907

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED CRITICIS-
ING W., A. AND F. C. SERVICE.

Hesolutions eondemnatory of the adminis-
tration of the road and calling upon the
corpuration commission to act were adopted
Monday mnight by the Clarendon Citizens'
Association, The Ballston Asscoclation, it is
expected, will take similar action toaighnt
amnd tomorrow night the Falls Church As-
sociation will enter its formal protest.

The Resolutions.
The Clarendon clitizens” resolutions, which
were drafted by Attorney IR, C. L. Moncure,

who conducted the case for the people at
the inguiry into the fatal aceident on the
Iine, July 4, are as fullows:

Whercas the town of

1924

Want Better Trolley Servicee,

Arlington county’s “Toonerville
trolley,” the butt of jokes by patrons,
both native and forelgn, to the coun-
ty, and which operates between Clar-
endon and llosslyn, has arousced the
feellngs of the patrons to the extent
that they want it made into a “‘real,
legitimate car scervice.”

For several months the one car on
the iine has been in charge of a com-
bination motorman and conductor.
The fares are collected before the car
is started, and if a passenger boards
the trolley between the two principal
Fr O T T T “-'-y is encountered while

Clarendon was jected.

founded hy virtue ot the fact of its loca- ‘reatest operating dif -

tion upon the Washington,
Falls Church e¢lectric rallway; and _of
Whereas 1t is absolutely essential to the °en-Virginia

said, is the failure of

Arlington and 2 10 stick to the wire,

part of the arstem of
Railway
ects the Falls Chureh

life and well being of the said town of (070 0 700 Sapital
Clarendon that the residents thereof shall any which cross the
have proper and respoctable seivice upon Rosslyn. According to

the line of the said railway; and
Whereas in the cpinion of the Clarendon

Citizens' Assoclation, the

are being made to pe-
vay company to better
his fails, appeal will be

seivice on the tte authorittes.
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1922- “Clarendon Feels Boom™”’

E
§

i
|

ARENDON FEELS
BOOM IN BUILDING

tiruction of New $40,000,
ome for Trust Company
Begun by Contractor,

Ty —

AN CIVIC AUDITORIUM,

hizton Supervisors Require the
uzzling of All Dogs Under
Penalty of Fine.

i1 to The Washington Post. :
hrendon, Va., June 12,—Construc-
nf the new home of the Claren-
Trust Company was begun here;
v by Contractor A, P. Forter.
lbuilding will be of cement and
ho construction and will cost ap-

mately $40,000, The old walt-

e ——

H oom ef the Washington and Vir-
:  Railwayr. on which =ite the
2 will be erected, has been moved §
to the property of Fred Scheele, |
wiil be remodeled and used as
ipartment building. .
he new . bank building is but the
nf several new structurea which

 CLARENDON T0 HAVE
6 NEW BRICK STORES

YT
ral oa

=
s

".
.

o

S=Will ‘Be Built by Follansbee af

~ the Corner of Grafton Avenue
and Wilson Boulevard.,

- WILL BE IN HEART OF TOWN

* -.Births Beat Deaths in Arlingtoa
~ County—Summer Schools Draw
Large Attendance.

-
1

- _{5poc~ial to ‘The Washinzton TMost,
Clarendon, Vva., July 15.—Following

+ the sale of the Follansbee property

- h.ere. _the higgest deal in commerciall
sites in the hixtory of Arlington coun- |
ty, comes the annocuncement today
that Mr, Foliansbee will erect six ne\:r i
stores in the heart of Clarendon. The |
new structure will be erected next to




March 1922 (Alexandria Gazette)

* T L3 = £ - % 5 T r—— ;s = - ST e e ﬁ
| |
3 {
N Build Your Love Nest In
= .a-.-‘\._
: NN ASHTON HEIGHTS, VA i
. PSR EI.LELPEE ?ﬁ;’ ) s 5 5
-B"'" S e \-‘"k:i}':ﬁ- This magnificent suburb will instantly appeal to ihose anticipating an opportunity to get away .rr_‘."“"_ o |
pil g sl LR the crowded city and enjoy the freedom of a most picturesque surrcunding.  Ashton Heights possesses o g
r Sy ,,_‘% those improvements which the city folk enjoy, is within easy reach of the very heart of W ;|e~'h.u‘.:,flt|r_!. vel et =
= sufficiently removed to bring untold pleasures because of its natural heauty. Read every werd ol this ad LOGK FOR THE SIGN OF
LOOK FOR THE SIGN OF THE It is brimming full of interssting particulars to invester ana homeseeker alile. : LR pOR THE Sl O]
LOVE NEST e e sy | 1| THE LOVE NEST
1 i e g $500 i Do You Know That H
i |.|r|-'-IZ-\-|. within one Yeur e ; ereT o o
fram date of contrn 5 ; i s ;
NO INTEREST L1l - BEST TROLLEY 1
o B g Cash
NO TAXES 3
¥ { 1.'I. !-:Illa-_:l--- LTI TS wner unkil the WIH I
H INSURANCE :
v dhon 2t sng 4 nance
1
T ; n payment | Y OUT
A 2500 Cash Will Finance Your Home i Home spruag into popularit)
$20 Will Reserve Your Lot | }
s CONTRACT .\;ﬂﬁz—l]“(\)ﬁll"ll‘il?;-\lﬂ‘f‘] Only Three Miles From The I , Ashion Heights Citizens Association f’:'
n ooy ITOX HEIGHTS shall be 1
v s 1o make hi NATION'S CAPITAL i 2o -
S, s Twenty-Two Minutes by Trolley el ! |
IMPROVEMENTS—WITHOUT
COST TO PURCHASER Free autos leave 617 Bond Bldg, every hour ; e
idcwal 5, 3 during the week for an inspectien trip to | Mai
e SHertl Ashton Heights. Bond Bldg. Office closed i A : _
RESTRICTIONS Sunday. Salesman on property all day Sun- | ik ; Al et Fo . L
Every hore MUST BE DETA : . L it Rt Adm
o to the beauty wna desirabilitey of the dﬂ:\ H Avor Fermi A eh! Heix Led
| Kay-Alger Company, Inc. |
617 Bond Building Washington, D. C. Exclusive Agents Main 3075 | z
E‘. r ] 5 £ — = r r-3 = e T T s - 5 BT o
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Clarendon petitions for township (and ioses)

1919 1922

CLARENDON ASKS ‘CLARENDON DENIED |
'FOR INCORPORATION | [l wuneon oy pren

!Seeks ClVlc Entity in Plan
_Crtlzens Lose Two-Year Fight, |
. in Which County Officers

for Sewage and Water
' Opposed Their Plans,

System.

Clarendon has added another fedth-
€er o her capy in civic activities by ap-
pPlying for incorporation as a condi-

It 1s probahle Clarendon citizeng?®
will appear against every county of-
ficlal, who obstructed the move, at |
the coming election and it may mean' "
an entire hcuse-clea.nlng for present
office holders, &s there are more,
voters in Clarendon than in any other .
two communities in the county,

.SEEK REVENGE AT THE POLLS




Good Times 1in Clarendon

1922 1923 1929

auworsn [macies” 1D BG5S

FOR BIG FIELD DAY
0 8 OVER BIG CARNIVAL |
More Than 150 Arlington

Carnival Evenls Begm Today al i
10 A. M. and Will Wind Up Gpen-Air Entertainment

Heglenimy Tocey lo Son: County Children Take Part

“in- Procession,

With Dancmg Tomght
tinue Until Sept. 10.
MANY ACTIVITIES IN COUNTY —

0dd Fellows Confer Imtlatory De-
gree Tomorrow—New Pump
Engine a Success.

HOPE TO PAY MORTGAGE
OF COMMUNITY BUILDING

VIRGIN’S STATUE CROWNED

-
.

ARLINGTON COUNTY, BUREAUD
___OF THE POST,
Falls Church, Vo, Tel. Falls Church 104-W-2,

The greatest open alr entertain-
ment ever held im Arlington county
will open today in the form of the
third  annual Clarendon ecarnlval,
given under the joint auspleces of the
Clarendon Citizens' assoclation, and
the Women's Clvic League of Clar- |
endon, the -Arlington county Amer-'
ican Legion and various other hodles,
The Citizens' association is directly
in charge of the affair, which will
continue untll September 10. -

It is the hope of the assoclation
that the mortgage on the Clarendon
community hall can be lifted with the
profit from the carnival. Money de-
rived from last ¥ear's carnival was
used to purchase and remodel the
buiiding, which is- also used as a
headquarters for the filre department.
No concessions have been granted
outsiders; the entire raralval. wlill be
conducted by members of communlity
organizations. -

ARLINGTON COUNTY.
BUREAU OF THE POST,
Tel. Clar. 5090. Clarendon., Va." ..

Headed by the children’s cholr, more
than 150 bqys and girls tgok part in
the May Day procession at St. Charles
Catholic Church at Clarendon yesters
day. Miss Madeline Burkley was
chosen quegn. The procession, under
the direction of Sister Anselma, formed
in front of the school and marched to
the church in the presence of seyeral
bundred persons.

After the procession, th owninog of

ARLINGTON O, BURFEAU U THE O3,
11 Strickler Avenue, Clorendon, Va,

Thone Clarendon 2U7-J-1,

Evervihing js all set for an clabor- I
ate Clarenden cuarnival Tleld day |
meel Loday commencing nt 10 o'clock |
with running races and other athletic
avenla, divided inte groups for hoys.i
Elrls aml members of the f{alr sex, a
ple-cating contest being wcheduled
for noon, after which thé events will ]
be resumed, ending with  dancing |
from 9%:30 to midnight. %

The music for dancing is furnished

:i_;:,:’:::.,’m.‘::I:“ipi‘.:‘;i.dz“‘::f":";;,"i'z.‘.'.:p‘;‘;‘;‘.l “Dancing from 5:30 to midnight”




Boom Times Continue
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BowlingAlleys * and “Billiard.
Parlors to Be Ingluded in
* Large Structure.

PETITIONS PRESENTED
FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENT

Opponents Also Prepare Long
List of Signatures to Lay
Before Judge Brent. -

ARLINGTON COUNTY EBUREAT,
OF THE POST.

Clareadon, Va.

Tel, Clar. 508,

With the signing of the certifi-
cate of. imcorporation by Judge
Samuel G. Brent Friday, Claren-
don is assured of a mew moving
blcture theater, .

_____
400 AT CLARENDON
SEE 000 FELLOWS

i
Y CORIER STORE

. Home of Arlington County
' Rebekah Lodge.

ATTORNEY. GENERAL
IS PRINCIPAL SREAKER

‘Mrs. Blanche Sheeth‘s\, and
Mrs. Minnie Martin Also
Make Addresses.

ARLINGTON COUNTY BEREAL
OF THE POST.
Tel. Clar, 09,

Clarendon, Ya.

:\_Iore than 400 citizens of Arling-|
tcn? county vyesterday attended the,
laying of the cormer stone of the:
new home of Arlington lodge. No. |
193. 1. 0. 0. F., and Clarendcm:
lodge, No. 28, located on Wilson!
bounlevard and Lawton avenue. '
) The ceremonies opened with the:
invocation by Capt. G. R. Gaines.

To Open - Store
In Clarendon

Rival Chain Also P!nnning_
Retail Outlet Due to ~
Population Gain.

Plans of the F. W. Wodlworin
Co. to establish.a retail outlet on
Wilson boulevard, in Clarendon's
business center, to be follawed soon
by the new store of a rlval flve-
and-ten chaln, according to lozal in-
formatlon, centers attention upon
the startling increase in Arlington
County's population during. the last
several years, since fve-and-ten
chain stores are established only in
Jocations in which mass buying
power Is centered. The population
of Arlington County, Va, contain-
ing an area of approximately 22
squars miles, is now estimated to
exceed 50,000, representing an in-
crease of approximately 30 per cen
in the last three yeats.
‘The new Woolworth store wl
mark the first appearance of the
five-and+ten chains in Atlington
County. The slte is an L-shaped
plot, with a 38-foot frontage on Wil-
son boulevard and a frontage of 35
feet on North Irving street, adjoln-
ing the Mdsonic Temple on the
corner, on two sides. The property
was sold by the George H. Rucker
Co.. owners, to Clifford E. Durrell,
jr, through the office of Judson
Reamy, Clarendon real estate
broker. The transaction involves
the construction of a new building,
especially designed to house tha
Woolworth store, on & 20-year
lease, The cost of the building, now
will exceed

under construction,
§75,000, it is reported.
Because of its prominent location
and the fact that it involved the
razing of the only remaining one of
Clarendon’s business struetures that
did not conform to reguirements
established in recent years for side-
walk width and building line on
Wilson boulevard, the new business
structure will constitute a definite

y'w(sam-‘th Co.

improvament to Clerendon's: busie
ness  district, which has  been
steadlly advanclng In both” dirées
tions along-Wilson boulpvard-from
the Memorlal Cirels,  ° . .

. _Several other new commercial
structures are now In -procesiof
construction on : Clarendon's prin-
cipal business. thoroughlare, [/

ps
L :'.-S
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Citizens and Merchants Involved in the Community

BUSINESS WER UG
BETTER POSTOFFC
ITE N CLARNDON

Protest to Be Filed With De-

partment Against the
Proposed Location.

ARLINGTON COTUNTY BUREAD,
OF, THE POST.

Clarenden, Va. Tel. Clar. 00D,

The proposal to locate the Clar-
endon postoffice at Wilsen boule-
vard and Oak strests will be oppos-

ed by the business men of Claren-
don, C. Eugene Doyle, president of
the Arlipgton County Business
Men's club, said last night.

“The site favored by the depart-
ment,” he said, *‘is nearly half a
mile from the business center of
Clarendon, and away from the
main car line, whers hundreds of
people entsr Clarendon daily."

“The order was rescinded 1

1924
CLARENDON CITIZENS
WANT WALKS RAISFD
10 PROTEET PUPILS

Children Forced to Sit in
School With Wet Feet in
Rainy Weather. -

'MAROCKA CASE GOES

BEFORE-JURY TODAY

Lyons Park Women Organize.
Soldier Horsemen Cut
Up Walks.

ARLINGTON COUNTY BUREAU
OF THHE POST,

Falls Church, Va. Tel. Fulls Chiireh 104-W-2,

Because water runs over the side-
walk on Wilson boulevard in rainy
weather and is a menace to the health
of school children, pressure will bhe
brought to bear on the board of su-
pervisors by the Clarendon Ctizens’
assoclation and the Women's CTivic
league for appropriation to raise the
walle. The children either must wade

through the water and sit in schoel

throughout the day with wet feet, or
walk In the roadway at the risk of
their lives. In several places the
sidewalk serves as a gutter in heawvy
rains.

Lt Us PP T W Jony ey S PRy - ey —

1929
PARALLEL PARKING

ORDER 15 REVOKE

Business Men of Clarendon
Protest Ordinance as
Harmful to Them.

SCHOOL PLANS ARE MADE

ARLINGTON COUNTY.
BUREAU OF THE POST.
Tei. Clar, 508. Clarendon, Va.

Merchants and real estate oper-
ators in Clarendon appearing before
the county board of supervisors at its
Meeting  yesterday supported by
Sheriff Howard B. Flelds, after con-
siderable discussion, convinced Super-
visor B. M. Hedrick from Arlington
distriet that the movement to enforce
barallel parking along Wilson boule-
vard in Clarendon, which went into
effect yesterday, was not helpful o
the business interests of Clarendon.
The order wes rescinded in three
hours after going Into effect.

n three hours after oolng 1nto effect.

29




Picture from
W&L Yearbook







Murphy Plans
2'More Stores 4
InD.C. Area

By S. Oliver Goodman

The G. C. Murphy Co., one of
the Nation's largest retail chains,
plans to open two more large r
‘stores in the Washington area, "' ]

District Manager C. P. Kerley W

wvealéd this yesterday coinci- o
denbal, with the formal reopening ﬂ
ofstfiesremodeled downtown store.

BYC, Hoyt Is manager of the F st. ;-’r
unlt which yesterday gleamed with

new fixtures, glass doors andg 3
front, mirrored columns, fluores- ‘l-
cent lighting and other innova-

tions, ’
Kerley said work already has‘ ¥ . i 1
been started on a new store at: 3
Minnesota ave. and Benning rd..[ " ¥ -
im the Northeast section. The other | . i
h #
1

will be built on Wilson blvd., in’
the Clarendon, Va., shopping area.!
Both are expected to open in 1949,,
he added.



Clarendon Landmark

Gets Facelifting
(Ashton Theatre — Built 1927),

; b ; s Ot q
&8 bR R L8 e — 3 il g gl % x .
CLARENDON LANDMARK GETS FACELIFTING—A modernistic | fax Drive. About 12,000 square feet of office space will be locat
. yrick front will grace the Jones Building in Clarendon at™a | on the second and third floors. The entire job will probably be col
- | o I~ i -
(oo of around $250,000. Jack Jones of the George H. Rucker Co. | pleted in a year, Jones reported. Meanwhile a temporary sidewa
o et : ) ' : | has been constructed to protect shoppers from any falling deh
aid that the entire building, one of the oldest in the county, will also | quring the work. Principally the same tenants will remain in t
he remodeled inside while the stores will be extended back to Fair- ' Wilson Boulevard building. (Photo by Morton and Relan

ﬁ




One last Hurrah (for a while)

Clarendon, a major Arlington
County business hub, will take
» look at hoth its history and its

progress during the three-day
Golden Jubilee ceiebration begin-
ning today.

The community of Clarendon got

off to a modest start in 1901 when
one Herbert A. Smoot opened
its first store—geénetral merchan-
dise—at what is now 3200 N.
Washington blvd.
- Today's jubilee commemorates
that founding. It also puts the
spotlight on. contemporary Clar-
endon, a thriving shopping center
of 140 business establishments.

More than 200 Clarendon-area
~merchants are backing the Golden

'Jubilee, sponsored by the Clar-
'endon Business Association.

| 1951
Clarendon, Half a Century Old,

Opens 3-Day Festival Today ;

fRelatecd Stories on Pages B-3 and B-4)

dinner at the Washingion Golf and!
| Country Club. 1

| Mayors and county administra-:
{ors from Northern Virginia com-
smumllezs have been invited to the
' dinner as guests of honor.

' Friday will open with another;
“hreakfast”—this one broadcast'
from the Hot Shoppe at Lee hwy.'
‘and N. Kirkwood rd. Here, the:
.general publi¢, in addition to
munching toast, can watch such en-|
tertainers as Mark Evans ufr
'WTQP; Zeb Turner, Cactus Matt
‘and Lilly and Curly of WEAM, and '
| Connie B. Gay of WARL.

* During the audience-participa-
'tion broadcast, prizes donated by
| Clarendon merchants will be
awarded. Tickels al $1.25 each are
on sale at jubilee offices in the
Rucker Building, Clarendon.

Caronation Rall
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Dramatic Renewal Plan Prﬁp{}sed
For Clarendon Business District

By John Lawson
Bualf Reperter
A  dramalic renewal pro-
gram for the Clarendon busi-
ness district in Arlingten, rep-
resenting  the most modern

th'nking in wurban planning,

has been proposdad.

The plan, the boldest of a

siries of piece-meal master
plan  proposals, will be un-
veiled Monday night at a
meeling of Lhe
Planning Commission.
Under the
mile long, hall-mile wide busi-
ness area would be surrouand-

ed by a onc-way, high speed,

circumferential highway.
Except for service lanes
wor delivery traffic. Lthe area
would be swept free of streets,
|alleys and autos which have
| snarled the distriet with
Inerve-snapping congestion.
In place of Wilson hblvd.,
from Clarendon circle to 5
\Danville st., a tree-lined mall

Arlinglon)
propogal, the

for pedestrians
consiructed.

Vast sections of the business
district, 18 acres in all, wouild|
be cleared for parking lots tol
laccommeodate more than &000)
Cars. I

Where narrow side slreets|
now contribute io the conges-
tion of ihe district, modern
shops along {iree-lined corri-
dors would blossom.

One entire seclion of low-|
income houses would be con-!
verted into multi-storied|
|apariments. |

Ten radial roads would feed
into the cireumferential. Only
one road would cross the dis-
Lrictl—Washington blvd., whieh
wottle Teed inlo & comiplex
linterchange with Wilson blvd.,
|Fairfax dr., 10th si., and the
|n:ir|:urnfcremia1_

would e

One area, soulhwest of Clar-
endon circle, would be set
faslde for office buildings,
“open" businesses, an expand-

Plan ‘Highlights’:
- Remove car access to central district, surround district with

“one-way, high speed, circumferential highway”
- Demolish 18 acres of district for 6000 surface parking lots

ed Arehouse and a cenlralt
library.

A special commitiee of Clar-
endon merchants and loecal
eivic leaders will study and
make recommendations on the
project. |

Official views expressed|
when aspects of the plan were|
dizcussed by the Planningl
Commission have been enthu-
siastic. !

Said Ralph R, Kaul. chaic-
man of the Counly Board: “I
think the survival of Claren-
don depends on this sort of
jthing . . . 1 think we would be
|fools if we didn't embark on
\this as fasl as we can.” |

The projeet musi Le ap-|
iproved by the Couonly Board,
|and that seems likely. Bul its
ealization will depend on the!
reation of a proposed park-
|ing aulhorily and a bold plan
of reconing.

County planning eonsultant
George C. Smith, ereator of)
the Clarendon plan, projects
the program over three S-year
stages, providing for gradual
lend aequisition, remo«—al of|
noncompatible siructures, and|
feonstruction of ithe mall and)
ithe circumlerential highway. |

Several portions of the
county master plan already
thave been approved by Lhe|
|Countv Board. |

1958 — Decline recognized, sparks plan for Clarendon

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

m GERERAL DUSIHESS
m PARKIHG

LAKDSCAPING

Isu'n biivd.

This iz the propozed masier plan for the
Clarendon business distriet In Arlington.
{A) logates S5t Charles Catholle Church

The Washingion Fao.

and =chool; (B), First. Olarendon Baptisi
Chureh; (), sile of proposed public 1i
brary; (D), site of expanded Areliouse.




Decline throughout the 60°s, into 70’s

Clarendon Sales Decline:

While Competitors Climbed

405 milllon In 1857 Lo &

Merchants

maddening Clrist.
Arlinglon’s Cluren-

v oenly four more
days l|> f,'.u. but The

Church and, occasiona Alexandria,
Locatea at the intersection of two

trolley Tines, Clarendon’s shops, posh

restauranls and moving Fe UThen-

wors were easily aceessible andd con

venicni for ihose who now

cor and e

multimiilion-doliar

and des of nuu_‘inr
Liarcnrlun proer

= o the hank. ns
entlon shapper will deseribe

Clarendon Faces Nadir

on the window or can hike to the other
end of Clavendon to & luncheonette.
botween these restaurants s a
sweh one whose cuisine has received
h praise and whose menu's prices
makeh the ratings, But it draws ils
mtele primarily at night when the
rest of Clarendon has locked up and
the strects are degerted exeept for an
orgasional bus. Soon the buses way not
ComE,
Perhaps Lthe starkest Dlustration of
Clarendon's economie piroblem is ihe
number vacant stores with “For

From preceding page

center ‘or ceneenitated aof-
fice ared, (he planners arc
gonsidering a predominantly
sosidentin]  character foc
Clarendon.

Theie hopas for achieving
this ave tisdl to construction
af the subway syatam, which
cauld, in the long ran, pro-
vide ihe impetus for land
owners 1o =l out: twa-
thirds of “dewnlown Clarcn-
fdon™ will be demolizhed b
the cut-and-cover subway

with the Idea of aponsoring
A contest for cltigens, prodes-
sional srchitects and design-
erg of whotever, to submit
redevelopment proposals for
Clarendon.

Sulters cmphaslzes  the
fdea I8 only that for the mo-
ment and that the County
Board, now grappling with
the annual "hare-hones
budget” warnings to head
off the traditional “flsesl
erofneh” might not be recep,
tive to putling up o SL0.000
reward for the vontest win-

r
“ﬁ'ﬁ—'h..-h Massldir & wiasshne

pesk of 5647 milllon In 1063
Sales thon deelined to about
5615 milllon In 18988, ihe lat-
est yaar [or which figures
are available.

At the same Ume, most af
the country's other retail
centers showed & marked in-
cresse with moit doubling
and some tripllng In sales.
Columbda Pike was up [Fom
5288 milllon 1n 1957 1o 545.8
mdlllen  in 1968, Sales in
Cherrydale ross o 57.4)
milllon to %2335 mildon in
the same period. Both are

“When money I8

Are U rged
ToRemodel

From preceding page
Ineky If 500 passed by edch
.

ught,”

Bt
Denl™ signs on them. Tn one block af "
and ia- i ntig

ab many of Lhe cowr

nate Cl1 rendon wer
5

wetlge
siness blight
small reladl

poured  counlless
Bl week inlo the
wopping  complekes
Seven Corners and
ol lhe r il sheyss
cuslom-

un used
1 ernter
spBse|y

Fails

The hank iz the Clarendon T Co..
50 years old last month and. by Tar,
the Best known landmark ||| L e,

3
usts amd gn l:'t‘“

t Lo Live cold, groy edif
. mosl of the relail stores
alon on  Boeulevard are  more
finmboyant with their display-jammed
windows of
coalumes,
gilfts or “dirtcheap
as one shop displays 13
Ihc second Moors of the bulldings
for ihe most rloemply of oe
sicd by small business lirms, such
as Joanm  companies, that freguenily
have ~Help Wanted™ signs in the win-
thws,
hungry  shopp
ers al Lhe Whi

shops, there were three empiy store
fronis and, :hants say. assurances

w meérchint in Claren:
some cases. they rent

of property are largely individually
awned and thus present the greatest
lacle 1o 1hx_ long- Aalked-about “re-

“ of the sres,

County planners sand most of the
30 merchants imterviewed in Claren-
don agres that a suitably large pack
ape of land will have to be assembled
feom smong the many owners before
any of the myriads of renovation pro-
pasales ma any hoadway.

The ether problems invalved in ren-
m-;uim: mentioned [reguently:

* Ly of pedestrian traffic has &
effeért on sales. The slores

1|1;|1 do well have their own parking
luts anel are isalated from most of the

See CLARENDON, Page GE Col. 1

Called Ineffective

From Page G

theorfes  about  whal fa
“wrong” . with Clarendon as
there are business ownoes,

Some merchants complain
there are floo many stores
taken up with buosinestes
such as loan and insurance
companies thet de met AL
iract shoppers,

Crthers say more spectaliy
shops should locste in the
araa bo slimulile compoli-
Uve shopping. AL the major
shopping complexes, they
Say, & customer con “price™
the gocsds at several diffec-
ent siores before making a
purchase.

In Clarendon, thers are
net thal many stores to
choose from and the shops
that deal in the same com-
modities, such as clothing,
are considered to be fon far
apart, Thus, they contend,
the dislance discourages
much wallein L:u:h:

When the [oecaiion was f-
nally settled, the merchants
diseovered thay eould not bo-
cate the beoth there becogse
it would wviolate ecounty
building codes.

But the booth was In-
stalled with the agreemont
that the county get a 10 to
15 per ceal commission, Tha
telephone was ot of order
al least three doyva the woeek
belore Christmas,

Joel Pricdman owns the
Puiblie Shoe Slere and 13
president of the Clarendon
Business Assoelation, for-
marly known &5 the Claron-
don Busingsamen's Associa-

"Women's lib, you
krvoow," ha says),

Abont B0 af Clarendon’s
estimated 100, businesdes—
the number fuctuntes—are
associalion members.

Like some other slare
owners, Friedman thinks
C]aren]‘bn s E1-=rl'.‘||"'|£ pretty

Metro Is Seen Aiding Clarendon

to Sears, the fewer com-
plaints their managers seem

From precedinf page
chants fhat the rempdeling
thnt eould hove been done
In some slores hasn't bee
done because the owners

to Clarendon's “problem® is
over agmin”
convenisnce

put up a pals fat N, Hudaon
Street and Wilton Baoule-
vard] 50 we could put up a

men's elothing stors i gorn.
t
J-:Eu;n::l*hs.ghrl:qulla N to have, The link between
the store’s clientele lnterapersed  with  prosperity and proximity in
primarily bigh school and  apaetmaend and office bulld-  this case is widely atiribe
college  sludents, Fresman Ings d  to the department
pdvertises new stocks amd With mors apartment stare’s ;:?nermlon of pedes-
sales In school papers and  buildings, be Delieves, these  trian tral
suunsul'udmaﬂntrh: Nn';'lm}i! wmém be & vh'ch. ready- Bears

B Beurlas Chevalier—The Washitngtos Maal

Vinnedny oo 1P Hson Boelevard ot Clarendon.

Otber  gelf-proine

¥ 2 P = ities ude direct m:.\l.l
MHaredlv o orreainee wos sefving of Y005 oan, .










. iy ;
—— e =4




GC Murphy’s Building Before Demolition




19°75- Metro construction further pummels Clarendon

Stores Quitting Once-Popular
Clarendon Shopping Center =~

Metro, Recession Blamed for Lulls

By Athelia Knight
Washingion Past Stall Writer
Bill Bryce, owner of a
Singer Sewing Machine
store that has been a fixture
in Arlington County's: Clar-
endon shopping district for

28 years, iz moving his store .

at the end of this month,
Bryce says he has had it
with Clarendon, where he
has seeen his business de
cline between 40 and 45 per
cent sinece 1873,

Samuel Friedman has op-
erated the Public Shoe
Store in Clarendon for 37
/years. He says his business
is improving and he has no
plans to move out of the
area. In fact, when Meiro
subway construction foreed
Friedman to relocate his
store, he moved his business
across the street from its
old site,

Bryce and Friedman re
flect the dilemma of Claren-
don, & five-block triangluar
wedge bordered by Wilson
and Washington Bouleverds

“...merchants agree that the area 1s rapidly declining...”

and Highland Street, Tt was
the commercial center of
Northern Virginia until the
19502 and 19603 when the
Capital Beltway and subur.
ban shopping centers like
Tysons Corner, Landmark
and Seven Corners lured
shoppers away with their
easler access and acres of
free parking.

At least 20 of Clarendon's
merchants agree that the
area is rapidly declining,
and ponder whether o fol-
low the 80 to 100 shopkeep-
ers who have closed their
stores in Clarendon sinece
the late 1850s. Today, 72
stores are there,

Yet the remaining mer.
chants like Friedman, along
with county officlals, hope
that Clarendon will be reju.
venated, and think it might
be, once Metro is completed.

But even before Metro
construction drastically dis-
rupted Clarendon, the eco.
nomic statistics of the shop-
ping district were not prom-
ising.

g e
According to & county re-
port, retail sales in Claren-
don reached a high of $59
million in 1064, but even
with the inflationary spira
of the last few years sale
dropped to $43.2 million i
1971, the last year for whic|
statistics are avallable.
There are seven vacanij
stores In Clarendon. An .
other six stores in the EIUE{H |
block of Wilson Boulevardj -
where Bruce has his sewing}
machine shop, have bee -
razed because of construchs
tion on the Metro line b
tween Rosslyn and Gleb
Road.
The 57 retall stores tha
line Wilson Boulevard iA
Clarendon Include two for
mal wear shops, thred
South Asian markets, 4
paint shop, three restau
rants, & hardware store]
three furniture stores, 4
shoe store, a florist shopfl
two department stores and &
bicycle shop,
See CLARENDON, C2, Col. 1

“...there’s nothing here to draw customers...”

- HhT

)

§ 13 {he conds jon 1l 15 contribu g to (he fecision ¢ lllESUTE ommers {o leave the onee-popar Clarepdon Cenfer,




1977 — Metro completion brings hope

Clarendon comeback pred

By Donna Hilts
apu’clul 1o The Wiishingeon Post

Early on a cold, windy morning
early this month about 35 people hudd-
led behind the Sears Store on Wilson
Boulevard. After the Washington-Lee
High School band played the national
anthem, seven speakers, including
Rep. Joseph L. Fisher (D.-Va) and
Metro general manager Theodore C.
Lutz, dedicated the plot where they
stood--a sparse park with a few trees
and benches that used to be part of
North Fairfax Drive. The entire cer-

emonytook 21 minutes. -
“Ths is just the first of a series of de-
dicatims,” Norman W. Worthington,
execufive vice president of the Arling-

ton Chamber of Commerce, said as the
little group was breaking up. “You
know, Clarendon has been a disaster
area, “We hope this will bring the mo-
raleup.” :

Waorthington, and area merchants
who attended the meager ceremony
hehind the Sears Store, said they are
banking on the hope that the reports
of Clarendon’s dying—if not exagger-
ated—may be premature. The area,
once the largest shnpping and cultural
center in Northern Virginia, has been
steadily declining sincé the late 19505,
with nearly 100 stores moving out of
Clarendon in recent years. For those
that stayed, there were sagging sales,

. depressed even further when Metro

moved in with its bulldozers to build
the subway.

At one point the streets were in such
disrepair that a man charged with im-
properly changing traffic lanes on the
wooden Metro planks at what was
once Clarendon Circle was cleared by
an Arlington Circuit Court judge. The
judge said the intersection was so con-
fusing the man could not be held re-
sponsible.

5o it was with some enthusiasm that
the local merchants attended the dedi-
cation ceremony last week, because in
addition to the completion of the Sears
park, they were also celebrating the
reopening of North Fairfax Drive be-
tween Danville and Garfleld Streets.

The street, one of the main thorough-

fares through the area, had been torn
up during Metro's construction.

Worthington said: “We all feel this
way—As soon as Wilson Boulevard is
open and traffic gets going again, we'll
see Clarendon come back.”

The Metro station at Clarendon
Circle is scheduled for completion in
July, Worthington said. In. addition,
several new businesses are moving
into the area, The National Graduate
University has bought the building at
1101 Highland St. and is expected to
open within the next month, And the
International School of Law is taking
over the abandoned Kann's building in
the Virginia Square Shopping Center.

LEELS TUILLSARELVAS AUSLY A WAL

At Highland Street and North Fair-
fax Drive, the building that formerly
housed Kimball's Furniture Store is
being renovated into a “mini-mall,” ac-
cording to Preston Caruthers, owner
of the property.

Caruthers said that the fourstory
building will lease the first two floors
to commerctal businesses such as men
or women's boutiques; the top floors
will be leased as office space.

“We have been trying to coordinate
the development of the property with
Metro’s departure,” Caruthers said.
“We couldn’t very well rent space with
Metro blocking the front door. We
think we have a desirable property-

= v o

icted at ceremony in Arlington

the whole atmosphere in Clarendon
has changed.”

_Part of the change in Clarendon is
the result of efforts by merchants like
Ashton C. and Jack R. Jones, owners of
the building that houses Sears and sev-
eral other pieces of land in the area.
The Jones brothers, who operate the
George H, Rucker Realty Corporation,
were raised in'a house where the Sears
store now stands. The Joneses, in a
joint project with the management of
Sears and Arlington County, spent
$20,000 of their own money to fix up
the park areas behind the Sears stores
in Clarendon, Ashton Jones said.

“The area, once the largest shopping and
cultural center in Northern Virginia has
been steadily declining since the late 1950°s

with nearly
Clarendon 1n recent years.”

100 stores movin

g out of
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1979- Clarendon finds

Vietnam Refugees Turn to Shopkeeping,
| Prosper in Arlington’s ‘Mekong Delta’

MEKONG, From Al

my customers say things abopt the
Vietnamese similar to what T heard
| them =ay 20 years ago shout the Jews,
things like, 'They don’t belong in
Arlington.' "

Despite the resentment, what has
happened in Arlington mirrors a na-
| ticnal trend. according to Thomas C.

Parker, deputy county planning direc-
tor. +

“The same thing happened in Miami
| when the Cuban refugees came in"

Parker said, “They moved into a dy-
ling commercial area lke Clarendon
|| after a lot of established white busi-
nessmen had moved out.”

In 1975 when the Vietnamese began
|l opening shops, Parker noted, Claren-
| don already had been eclipsed by re-

jonal shopping malls like Tysons
Corner and severely disrupted by sub-
way construction. Business was s0
 bad that more than 90 of an estimated
200 stores had closed.

“There was a vacuum there,” Par-
| xer said. “The Vietnamese just took
advantage of chesp rents and the va-
| cant space. Feople were happ_‘; to rem.
those stores then.” The Vietnamese
| were one alternative to “boarded-up
sLores.””

“When we came here this arza was
| completely dying” agreed the woman
who opened Saigon Market. the L
v ietnamese business in Claremulon. in
1972, “They couldn't rent this sture

for nearly Lwo years,”

A tny, vouthful-looking 40-year-old

ietnamese who came to Washinglon
in 1068, ghe asked that her name nol
be used because she fears reprisuls
| against relatives still in Vietnam. She
recalled that Vietnamese shops bepan
springing up shortly after the tall of
||Saizon in 1975

“Suddenly we had lots of company.”
she.said, as she chatted in Vietnamese
with an Indochinese woman who was
| buying rice and watercress. The Ta
|Lun Umbrella Shop replaced Guern-
|sey Office Products, she recalled. A
| Lerner's Womens Shop became the
Pacif Oriental Department Stuye.
Sampson's Dress Shop is now the site
|of vietnam Tailor.

sxotic Oriental produecls such as
holts of brightly colored silk used to
make a0 dais, long Vietnamese
dresses, packages of rice paper and
Iish sauce—a product the Vietnamese

; Americans use salt and

|| stores.

NOGUYEN VAN HOMAN
Business degree from  Vasderbit

Store signs and business cards are
printed in both Viethamese and Eng-
lish, but American customers—except
those married to Vielnamesc—are
few, Flyers and posters tacked on the
walls to snnounce festivals or comimua-
nily news are printed in Vielnamese,

American cigarettes. soft drinks and
sunglasses—onee popular on the Sai-
gon black markel—are among  the
only recognizable “forelgn™ produos
in small eries that carry black
fungus and fish sauce the Vietnamese
can't buy in Giam or Safeway,

"The stores here are just like many
in Salgon.” she chserved. IHer regular
customers come lom Springlield and
Silver Spring as well as Arlington, On
long holiday weekends, Indochinese
families drive 1o Clarendon from as
far away as Kentucky and Pennsylva-
nia. Richmond and Baltimore custom-
ers appear often,

“Shopping in Clarendon Iz almost
secondary,” said Nguyen Ngoe Bich, a
Vietnamese commun ity organizer.
“Vietnamese from all over the area go
to Clarendon, especially on Saturday,
They buy a Vietnamese magazine and
stand around inside the stores, meet-
ing and talking to friends, hearing
news ahout Vietnam, gossip about
people they know.™

Nguwven. Van Hoean is the owner of
the Pacifie  Oriental  Department
Store, one of the larpest and most
prosperous businesses in Clarendon,
In 1978, the first year the store was
gpened, Hoan saie! the store sold §1
million worth of merchandise,

o

“Like all Orientals the Vietnamese
like to stay together, because living in
America they feel isolated” said
Hoan, who came to the United States
in 1969 and has a business degree
from Vanderbilt University in Nash.
ville. “Coming te Clarenden makes
them feel less lonely.”

Many Clarendon merchants, Hoan
included, come from affluent, if not
wealthy, whitecollar backgrounds,

Several of -those interviewed said
they were able to raise the initial 55,
000 to $10.000 necessary to .start a
small business because they manaZed
to smuggle cash or jewelry out of
Vietnam. Others, the woman who owns
Saigon Market, who came to the
United States 11 years afo as a seere-
tary for the Scuth Vietnamese Em-
bassy, for instance. were in America
when Saigon fell or like jewelry store
owner Do had children who were at-
tending American universities.

The privileged backgrounds of some
Vietnamese merchants arouse resent.
ment afflong some American business
people, who see their own businesses
floundering as the refugees continue
to open shops

"1 see two sides of it.” said Peg Co-
dolly, the owner of Clarendon Habr
styles across Wilson Boulevard from a
string of Vietnamese shope. “When [
saw the boat people on ‘80 Minutes'
the tears rolled down. But now it
seems like evervtime you turn around
there's a new [Vietnamese] stare here,
They ceme here with all this money
and that's why they can start all these
blisinesses in Clarendom.”

“It seems that the Americans don't
like us™ sald the owner of Saigon
Market, “but we are very hard work-
ers, My husband and T worked very
hard to save the $10,000 to open our
stare and we borrowed from friends,

“Vietnamese live the way an Aslan
country lives," she said. “We live [fru
gally] and pan $ave money more easily
than Americans.” Many Vietnamese
shopkeepers, including this woman,
say they can reduce costs associated
with store operations because they
empioy only family members,

“Business is good enough to make a
living on,” she said. echoing other
merchants who say they earn enough
Lo support their families. “We take in
about $16,000 per month, but after all
the expenses we have only about §1.
200 left

“These are Mom and Pop opera
tions. as are most Vietnamese busi-

g . “I've never heard
of a Vietnamese firm going bankrupt
here. The Vielnamese are very cau

tivws.” § }

|

The Saigen Morketi, speciaiizing in

One expression of that caution, say
American merchants, is part of the
Eulf that divides the Vietnamese snd
Amerlean business communities in
Clarendon. The result, both groups

say, Is an uneasy truce replete withI

mutual misunderstandings.

“The Vietnamese don't shop in our
stores” sald Quality Men's Shop
owner Sidle. “Where they buy. their
clothes — whether it's K-Mart or
Britches — I dont know. [ even
bought suits in their sizes — 35 and 36
short — but they wouldn't buy them,
even on sale”-

“Once | asked a Vietnamese busi-
nessman here 0 recommend someone
1 could hire as;a salesclerk,” Sidle re-
called. “He thought about it for a
while and then he said no, he couldn't
recommend anyone.” If he did and the
person didn't work out, Sidle said the
Vietnamese seemed to say, he would
lose face,

Hoan, who is treasurer and the only
Vietnamese member of the [edzling
Clarendon Business Association, said
he is teying lo convince reluctant
Vietnamese merchants to join the T0-
member association to forge a link be-
tween the two cultures. s

such Indochinese victuals as fish sauee,

“Many of them say they den't want
1o join." said Hoan, who believes that
some of the mistrust stems from the
language barvier. “They say they feel
they don't belong here or that the as-
suciation won't do them much good.”

Both groups do agree that business
in Clarendon may be greatly alfected
by another neweomer: Metro.

The Clarendon subway stop . is
srheduled to open Dec. 1 as part of
the expansion ¢f the Orange Line
While American rchants say they
hope the suhwhf:m hoost lagging
sales, some Vietnanrese say they fear
they will be forced out.

"' “Theére is a fear gmong many Viet-
namese- that *with Metre moving out

* here stores will become more valuable

and the Vietnamese will be {orced out
through rent hikes or tougher en-
forcement of health codes” Bich, the
eommunity organizer, said.

County planners nole that renis in
Clarendon currently average about 52
per square foot, compared with prices
of 312 Lo $20 per square foot in Ros
slyn, the financially swccessful high-
rize office development less than two
miles south.

Already there are signs of rg_im-ei-
- .

fe support from Vietnam

Br Han Fail—The Washingien Poi
is In Clareadon's “Mekong Delin®

opment in Clarendon. An empty Kim-
mel's Furniture Warehouse two blocks)
from the subway has been refurbished
recently, and several businesses, in-|
cluding a brokerage firm, have moved.
in, 1

Hoan. who has a 15-year lease on his]
store, said his landlord told him re
cently of a $2 million offer to buy the;
Pacific Oriental site, which faces the
subway statlon. Two yesrs ago. Hoan:
said, when his landlord tried to sell
the building for $T00.000, no one was
interested. T3

“The impact of Metro i a great uns.
known,” said deputy planning director
Parker. “It's only one of five subway
stations along that line and it"s going.
to be competing against the regional
malls. No one really knows what im-]
pact the subway will have.”

Parker pointed out that current
county policy calls for high-rise devel-
apment to bBe concentrated around
subway siations, "

“Many Vietnamese are wondering.
what will happen.” said Bich. “We feel
we moved inte an unwanted area jme
ihe first place, bul new that Metro i
coming and we're a bit successful we
hear that there are too many Viet-
namese businesses here.” :

L 2 1] b

“...Clarendon has become one of the largest
Indochinese commercial centers on the east coast.”
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PLANS, From Page 1

‘There are more than 200 businesses
in the district, ard only 20 percent are
owner-occupied, In addition, planners
will have to overcome & crazy-guilt
development that began during the
post-war boom of the late 1540s,

i Unmtil the late 18508, Clarendon was
¥nown a5 the Downtown of Northern
Virginia. The business distriet, in a
triangle bordered by Wilson Boule-

By Nancy Seannell

I { all the plans for the re- back tolife

would have had more Jives than CBA president.

Now, seven months after
Clarendori became an intermedi-

there are new plans for a rebirth,

grant for the Clarendon Business
Association (CBA) to hire an
urban design consultant to sug-
gest ways of giving Clarendon a

The study, to be completed by are different

fronts and landscaping to side- ferent identity.

is in charge of economic develop-
ment for the county planning
division.

ars. ‘Ihe Hilding Houses res SIres
and nine offices,
The diverse ownership has stymied
leading business figures, whose sup-
‘port abservers say coald be erucial to
any redevelopment plans.

reston Carnthers, who managed to
assemble a package of land at N, High-
land Street and Fairfax Drive, has
pruv\cn.lth possible to turn & sow's ear
into & silk purse. His firm, the Preston
Construction Corp., transformed an
old furniture warehouse into a mod-
ern office and retail complex that is a
tangible sign of faith in Clarendon's
potential, £
“I would like-to do more,” said Ca-
ruthers. a former Arlington school

Clarendon

Blueprint for Rebirth
Of an ‘Old Downtown’

(Clarendon hopes to have a blue-
a0 Bow Rt Wit print that will bring the area

birth of Clarendon had “We in Clarendon want to
come true, this business and create a theme, but we dom't
shopping  district  along know what the theme is going to
‘Wilson Boulevard in Arlington be yet/" said John F. Schiller,

any cat in its back alleys. “We're real proud of our inter-
national flavor. We've got Greek,
Vietnamese, German, Mexican,
ate stop on Metro’s Orange Line, Argentinian, Italian businesses
here that could provide a base

And this time, business owners for an international theme.”
hope it will be more than just a Finding a way to produce that
pipe dream. theme, or any theme, in the

Last month, the Arlington hodge-podge of Clarendon could
County Board approved & $12,000 be amajor problem.

“The ane thing that Clarendon
lacks is a common thread,” said
county planner Suzanne Fauber,
who is Arlington's liaison with
facelift. the CBA. “Most of the buildings
they've
January, will consider every- changed a lot over the years.
thing from the design of store- Each one that comes in has a dif-

walks, lighting and parking, ac- “Same of it is like 50s art deco
cording to John Gessaman, who. and there's a little colonial, but
mostly it's a bunch of non-styles.
It's become more strip-commer-
cial than anything else.”

‘When the plans are complete, See PLANS, Page 5, Col. 1 Clockwise rmm m}:

1980- Still looking for “Rebirth”

The Rebirth of Clarendon

Merchants
Search for
A Theme

butsa, owner of

$82.000 to $138,000. A honse on M. Key
Street  jumped from $116200 to,
$152-.?M

"“Whenever you have singlefamily
housing of tlw.t quality that close to
mass transit, property values are golng
1o go crazy,” said Bill Thomas, coordi-
nator of the county’s neighborhood
conservation programs.

In the business district, the assess-
ment of the Aleman Jewelry Store
went from $348,200 to $404,700 while

Simuel Friedman in Puhlu: Shoe Slm Pacifie Ormnl owner H.D. Ngu;
f Unde:

the statlon opened, he said, business
has dropped off, although he concedes
the general economic downturn is
partly to blame.

If the subway has not yet had the an-
ticipated major impact on business vol-
ume, there's no denying the double
whammy it has given property values.

Because Metro constroction devas
tated business for a few wyears, the
county lowered assessments in JOT9.
But the relief was short.

In 18974, Samuel Friedman's shoe
store, which he had owned since 195,
was razed far the Meiro Stop, Thirk

| Bam year, he mnved &Cross th street

iy LT,

retail shopping oenter rlwling Tysons
Corner ar even Parkington where a
$100 million renovation has been pro-
posed. Instead, he expects to se¢ more
apartment butldings

. "Clarendon isn't going to wither and,
die—no question about it,” said Jones,

But how—and whether—it will be
reborn is another question.

Business association president Schil-
ler envisions a combination of high-
rises and small shops.

Vietnamese businesses in Clarendon.
Ahout 20 stores are tun by Vietnamess
and most are clustered in a two-block
.area opposite the subway.

For many of those owners, who re-
aent the characterization of Clarendon
as heavily Vietnamese, the interna-
tiomal theme holds great attraction.

“Rather than be ealled a Vietnamese
ared, we want to push for interpa.
tional identity, to have Clarendon have
& pl!l'aﬂl‘lil.hl.j.r for itself—which it does-
n't have now,” said Hoan D. Nguyen,
owner of the Pacific Orlcnlal Depart-

: ¥hntes by Vnnasss Barnes 16D
wood Cleawers has ok in the same building along Wilson for 50 ye

ment Store and tréeasicer of the busl-
ness aeseciation.
“With a little bit of effort and-

‘from ﬁnuuumfr we think we {cj?um_.lf;‘;

don! can make put SOMe personality’

into our area. In a few years, when

E‘n eople talk about Clarendon, ﬂmy'll
ow what It is and what it's like.”

The consultant’s recommendations,
county planner Faubar 5, shoild
dead to a “revitalization the area
that will set the stage for redevelop-
ment. We just don't want to wait |5
vears for (Ehe area) to look good "

The ehanging foce of Clarendon ix reflected in new stores Like the Vistnam Contor



1982- Major Redevelopment Proposal w i e orcouse

A Washington Monument ‘Mimic’ in Arlington?

By Celestine Bohlen

Wushington Post Stalf Writer
A federal agency has objected to construction of a 15-

“ WF AL HOOH

story office building in the heart of Arlington, arguing
that the structure’s penthouse roof “would mimic the
Washington Monument.” :

The 221-foot tall building, to be located on North
Highland Street near the Clarendon Metro station,
would be “a significant adverse visual intrusion” on the
view from the Capitol's west terrace, the National Cap-
ital Planning Commission said in a letter to the Arling-

SGRANITE FACING

— W INDOW

U.S. Objects to

BUILDING, From Bt
its for the area by 68 feet. As a trade-off for ex-
ceeding height and density requirements, the de-
velopers promised to build a tunnel linking the
building to the nearby Metro stop and to develop
county-owned land between Wilson Boulevard
and Fairfax Drive into a park.

Neighborhood groups have asked that approval
of the project be delayed until the county has
adopted a plan for development for the Claren-
don-Virginia Square area. Arlington officials are
hoping Metro will spur revitalization of the area.

“The main concern is over setting a precedent
for other high-density development,” said John
Morland, president of the Lyon Village Civic As-
sociation, “We do not want the precedent for an-
other Rosslyn being built in the area.”

The proposed building would house the Olm-
sted Foundation, an endowment established by
retired Maj. Gen. George Olmsted to provide
scholarships for outstanding military officers.
Olmsted, an 81-year-old Arlington resident, is

Tl "
e T HTEE

feHAGE
FyIHANCE

Flanned Olmated Foundation Building: Its roof design brings objection from fedoral ngency.

ton County Board.

The letter said the planned Olmsted Foundation
Building would exceed the federal agency’s proposed

chairman of the board of the Washington-based
International Bank, which owns IB Realty Corp.

David Maudlin, an associate at the architectur-
al firm of Martin and Jones, said yesterday the
building was designed to conform to other bul-
dings in the area built in the 1920s and 1930s
when Clarendon was the premiere shopping dis-
trict of Northern Virginia.

Mulligan said yesterday the developers are re-
considering some aspects of the building’s design,
but said it was unlikely that they would change
either the height or the roof. The project now calls
for two floors of retail space, with the remaining
13 floors reserved for offices. If the site plan ap-
proval process proceeds smoothly, Mulligan pre-
dicted construction would start by next summer.
Several buildings, including a five-story office
structure, will have to be torn down to make way
for the building, Mulligan said.

“We felt we had a unique opportunity to make

height limits for eastern Arlington y 138 feet. The com-

Planned Arlington Building

Partnership are, like Olmsted, longtime Arlington
residents.

Rob Baker, Arlington site plan review coordi-
nator, agreed that the building’s design is contro-
versial. “Either you like it or you really don't like
it,” said Baker, adding that the building reminds
some people of The Daily Planet newspaper build-
ing in Superman comics. W

The building, with its distinctive design, would
be ideal as the pivot of future development in the
Clarendon area, Baker said. “We have always
wanted signature, or landmark, buildings on top
of Metro stations,” he said, “This would be a pos-
itive design statement—a high-quality, high-
visibility building that would indicate where
Metro is." ;

Baker also defended the pyramid penthouse,
which would house elevator and air-conditioning
equipment. “Given the character and design of the
building, a flat roof would detract,” he said,

a significant contribution to the ion of
the Clarendon area,” said Mulligan, who noted
that all the members of the Clarendon Metro

“Peaked roofs don't have the same mass as flat
roofs.” -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

See BUILDING, B7, Col. 8




1985 — The Alliance 1s formed

Clarendon Easing
Toward Rebirth

Alliance Forms to Guide Growth

By Nancy Scannell

Washigtan Pust Sta T Weiles

While other neighborhoods sur-
rounding Metro subway stops in
Arlington are being redeveloped at
an almost dizzying speed, Clarendon
has lagged. Once the vibrant “down-
town” of Northern Virginia, Claren-
don today is kept barely alive by an
eclectic collection of small busi-
nesses.

Although the core of Clarendon is
often dismissed as an “eyesore” and
an “embarrassment,” there are
signs that the area’s long-touted
rebirth is slowly materializing,

It was that promise that brought
out more than 100 persons to a
meeting at the George Mason Uni-
versity Law Center last week to
form “The Clarendon Alliance.”

James M, Wright, a member of
the county’s economic development
commission and the ocganizer of the
alliance meeting, said the group
was taking a cue from the Ballston
Partnership, a public-private coali-
tion founded to promote and coor-
dinate Ballston's development.

As in that partnership, Wright
said, the alliance hopes to form a
strong bond among nearby resi-
dents, store owners and developers
who will take an active role in guid-
ing the area's redevelopment and,
he said, “be a pusher for Claren-
don.”

Part of that job will require lob-
bying for increased funding for pub-
lic improvements before the Acling-
ton County Board. which has al-

Of Metro Corridor Neighborhood

and the Portsmouth Construction
Co.'s commercial town house de-
velopment at North [rving and
Worth 10th streets.

The three represent 460,000
square feet of office space and none
of it is leased yet, Parker said.
More disturbing, he said, is that
none of the 7 million square feet of
office space approved but still un-
built in the county is in Clarendoen.

“Your competition is going to be
intense. There's a lot of space in
Arlington competing with Claren-
don and a lot more space in Fairfax
and Alexandria,” Parker said, urg-
ing alliance members to adopt an
aggressive marketing strategy.

“[Clarendon’s] development s
slowly creeping along at a pace that
concerns us,” said Harvey Borkin of
the Portsmouth Co., who described
Clarendon as a "sleeping giant" that is
going to need substantial county sup-
port.

“Some of the negatives about
Clarendon are true,” said Guy Martin,
the Olmsted Building's architect.
“People feel nothing else is happening
in Clarendon . ... The best way to
bring about change is to work in part-
nership with the county.

“We believe Clarendon still has the
patential to be as it once was—a first-
rate retail center,” Martin added. “It
has the potential to beat the heck out
of Rosslyn, Crystal City and Ballston
combined.”

9

...Once the vibrant “downtown’
of Northern Virginia...”

...the Alliance hopes to form a
strong bond among nearby
residents, store owners and
developers who will take an
active role 1n guiding the area’s
redevelopment and, he said, ‘be
a pusher for Clarendon.’”

“’We believe Clarendon still has
the potential to be as it once was
- a first-rate retail center’...”
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International Market (Sears Auto Lot)




The Clarendon Alliance is a public-private partnership chartered
by the Arlington County Board in 1986 to promote the health,
vitality, sustainability and cultivate the culture of Clarendon,
Arlington's original downtown commercial district.

Local Economy (Networking, B2B Relationships, County Initiatives)
Community Building/ Branding/ Media Liaison
*Development/Built Form (Sector Plan, Art Projects)

Forum for Dialog (Residents, Businesses, Land Owners and County)

Events (e.g. Clarendon Day, Tax Blues, Mardi Gras)
Services (e.g. Farmers Market, Urban Village Market)
Operations Facilitation (e.g. Parking, Permits)

Information (e.g. Urban Design Forums)




Farmer’s Market @ The Metro
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Clarendon Day Celebration
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Local Shop, A.K.A. Spot at Clarendon Day

2622 Wilson Blvd
Clarendon
T03.248.0003 « www.akaspol.cons




Local Artist, John Aaron at Clarendon Day




Clarendon Tax Blues Night at the Post Office




Local Food at Clarendon’s Tax Blues Night
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Dancing Kids at Clarendon’s Tax Blues Night







Clarendon Mardi Gras Parade!
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